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SUBJECT: UNESCO CONVENTION ON MEANS OF PROHIBITING AND 
PREVENTING THE ILLICIT IMPORT, EXPORT AND TRANSFER OF 
OWNERSHIP OF CULTURAL PROPERTY 

1 . SENATE NOW HOLDING HEARINGS ON H.R. 5643, RECENTLY 
PASSED BY HOUSE, TO IMPLEMENT THIS CONVENTION. IF PASSED 
U.S. WILL BE ABLE TO DEPOSIT ITS INSTRUMENT OF ACCESSION. 

2. DURING HEARINGS FEBRUARY 8, SENATORS RIBICOFF (CHAIR) 
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AND MOYNIHAN EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT NONE OF THE OTHER 
MAJOR ART-IMPORTING COUNTRIES HAS YET ADHERED TO THE CON- 
VENTION. THEY QUESTIONED THE VALUE OF THE CONVENTION -AND 
THE EFFECT ON THE U.S. ART MARKET-IF THESE OTHER COUNTRIES 
(U.K., FRG, JAPAN, FRANCE, SWITZERLAND) DID NOT ALSO ADHERE. 

TO TEST U.S. INFLUENCE IN UNESCO AND THE ORGANIZATION'S 
RETURN TO MORALITY, THEY SUGGESTED THAT SECRETARIAT SHOULD 
PRESS THESE COUNTRIES TO ADHERE TO CONVENTION. APPARENTLY 
THEIR ADHERENCES OR STEPS TO ADHERENCE MIGHT BE A PRE- 
CONDITION TO U.S. ADHERENCE. 
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3. AT NEXT INFORMATION GROUP MEETING, PERMDEL SHOULD QUERY 
MEMBERS THEIR GOVERNMENT'S POSITION ON THE CONVENTION AND 
WHEN THEY PLAN TO ADHERE TO IT. PERMDEL MAY NOTE CONGRES- 
SIONAL CONCERN AT FAILURE SO FAR OF MAIOR ART-IMPORTING 
COUNTRIES TO JOIN THE CONVENTION OR TAKE STEPS TO JOIN. 

4. PERMDEL SHOULD ALSO RAISE WITH SECRETARIAT WHAT 
ACTIONS, IF ANY, THEY MIGHT HAVE TAKEN TO URGE MEMBER 
STATES, PARTICULARLY MAJOR ART-IMPORTING STATES, TO JOIN 
OTHER THAN CIRCULAR LETTERS ROUTINELY SENT TO MEMBER 
STATES. FURTHER, PERMDEL SHOULD INQUIRE WHETHER UNESCO 
SECRETARIAT PREPARED TO MAKE SPECIAL APPROACH TO MAJOR 
ART-IMPORTING COUNTRIES AND, IF APPROPRIATE, URGE SECRE- 
TARIAT TO TAKE SUCH ACTION. 

5. ADVISE ACTION TAKEN AND RESULTS OF DISCUSSIONS. VANCE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 02 sep 1999 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 14feb 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE039013 

Document Source: ADS 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: IO/UNESCO:WPOBRIEN:LL 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: n/a 

Expiration: 

Film Number: n/a 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 978/newtext/tl 978021 18/baaabeqp. tel 

Line Count: 75 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 

Message ID: 96da21cf-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: n/a 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3469673 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: UNESCO CONVENTION ON MEANS OF PROHIBITING AND PREVENTING THE ILLICIT IMPORT, EXPORT AND TRANSFER OF 

OWNERSHIP OF CULTURAL PROPERTY 

TAGS: AORG, UNESCO 

To: PARIS INFO BERN MULTIPLE 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/96da21 cf-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 201 4 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



